The Leticia Incident
Commission for the Administration of
the Territory of Leticia, 1933-1934

This display exhibit explores the League of Nations’ involvement with the
‘Leticia Incident’, a territorial dispute between Colombia and Peru. In an attempt
to defuse the combat, Colombia and Peru agreed to arbitration by the League
of Nations. The League appointed three member nations as a committee to
make a recommendation on what the League’s action should be. The committee
recommended a ‘Commission for the Administration of the Territory of Leticia’.
Each side’s military forces were withdrawn and a neutral force under the
Commission’s supervision policed the disputed area. This was the earliest use
of a military force, under international control, for peace-keeping purposes.

Peru
Coat of Arms
Inverted overprint

Colombia
Coat of Arms

War Memorial in Tarapacá, Colombia

”To the Heroes of the Colombian Air Force; who with true courage gave
the best of themselves; flying with their noble aircraft over river and jungle.
Declaring over our Amazonia with the sound of their motors the sovereignty
of our country during the war with Peru.” - Wikipedia/Wikimedia

Official service mail to and from the Commission is scarce due to
the short period of the Commission’s existence and its remote location. Nineteen examples of service mail are currently recorded.

(Revision Date: 18 - December - 2018)

Dedication

This work is dedicated to the memory of Richard (Dick) Powers,
a student of international peace organizations and longtime
editor of ‘The Journal’ of the United Nations Philatelists. He
shared his passion and unending research for the benefit of us
who are also interested in, and those studying, the subjects of
peace organizations and the people who built them.

“Viva Leticia, Peruano - Viva el Peru”
Volunteers for the Peruvian army boarding a train to training camp

This study was only possible through the kind assistance of Hubert Brender,
Blanton Clement, Larry Crain, Greg Galletti, Hartmut Hauptmann, Roger Van
Laere, Thomas Myers and with special thanks to Thomas Radzuweit, George
Struble and Anton van Deutekom respectively for thematic, SCADTA and historical
information. I greatly appreciate and respect your generosity. -Fran Adams
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The Port City of Leticia
Leticia is the capital of the ‘Department of Amazonas’, a trapezoidal shaped area on
the banks of the Amazon river and lies at a point called the ‘Three Borders’ where
the countries of Colombia, Brazil and Peru meet. Founded by Peruvian ship captain
Benigno Bustamante in 1867, the port city was renamed ‘Leticia’ by Peruvian
engineer Manuel Charón for Miss Leticia Smith of Iquitos, an upriver city.

Disputed area of the
port city of Leticia
Airmail value

Disputed area of the
port city of Leticia
Airmail value
Area enlargement

100 Miles

Iquitos, Peru to Cincinnati, Ohio, 30 January 1933, double ring dater
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The Port City of Leticia
Leticia was a Peruvian port city until 1922. Border incidents between Peru and
Colombia in 1911 and 1922 occurred due to Colombia’s lack of a port directly
on the Amazon river for shipping its natural resources, produce and goods.

Post card depicting Peruvian soldiers and military post in Leticia, Peru,
prior to becoming the capital of the Colombian ‘Department of Amazonas’

The governments of Colombia and Peru negotiated an agreement in 1922
giving the trapezoidal ‘Department of Amazonas’ to Colombia in exchange for
Colombia recognizing Peru’s claims to an area south of the Putumayo River that
was disputed with neighboring Ecuador. The agreement was very unpopular
among Peruvians, despite governmental ratification as it was signed in secret
and awarded Colombia a region and a port city with a large Peruvian population.

Iquitos, Peru to Paris France, 22 August 1920
5¢ foreign surface post card rate
(Leticia had no postal facility, mail was sent from Iquitos)
Reduced copy of card reverse
5

Iquitos, Peru
6 barred dater, 1930s

The Combatants
A local war between Colombia and Peru erupted in September
1932 when armed Peruvian land owners, unhappy with the
agreement to give Leticia to Colombia, occupied the public
buildings in Leticia. They expelled city officials and the 18
local police officers as there were no Colombian military
personnel garrisoned there. Peruvian President Luís Cerro
was aware of the lack of Colombian military in the area
and decided to support the Peruvian civilians with military
action by deploying ground, naval and air forces.

Gunboat ‘America’
Centavos currency before 1985

Gunboat ‘America’
Centimos currency after 1984

The Peruvian Foreign Ministry
argued the affair was a local issue.

Luís Cerro, President of Peru
1932 Orange-red specimen block
(design depicted living person
and issue was withdrawn)

Gunboat ‘Marañón’
Airmail value

Peruvian Air Force
Waterlow & Sons, Ltd.
Specimen overprint
(bottom center)

The Peruvian Air
Force attacked the
Colombian navy but
the bombs missed
their targets.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lima, Peru to Brooklyn, New York, 17 May 1932
20¢ foreign surface letter rate plus 20¢ certificate fee
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The Combatants
Once word of the invasion reached Bogotá, Colombian President Enrique
Olaya Herrerra responded by sending 1500 soldiers to repel the invaders.

Capitol Building, Bogotá
National revenue value
Specimen overprint
with devalue punch hole

Enrique Olaya Herrerra
Colombian President

Navy cruiser Cartagena
Imperforate

Colombian Army troops on maneuvers
Post card produced by Spring A., #50056, printed in Germany in 1930s with divided back

It took Colombia a short time to
organize a naval response. The Air Force
however was immediately composed of
commercial aircraft with machine guns
and pilots flying Junkers F-13 seaplanes
for ‘Sociedad Colombo-Alemana de
Transportes Aereos’ (SCADTA).

Congress Building, Lima
Airmail value
Overprint ‘U.P.U. 1874-1949’

After a speech to his troops
on 30 April 1933, a dissenting
member of Congress from the
opposition party shot President
Luís Cerro and he died. With
the assassination of President
Cerro, the political impetus for
the war disappeared quickly.
7

SCADTA - Junkers seaplane
Mis-perforation (top)

Luís Cerro
Peruvian President
1934 Vermilion re-issue

The Peacemakers
Candido Mariano
de Silva Rondon

Combat continued into May of 1933,
when a cease-fire was negotiated by the
Brazilian diplomat Candido Mariano de
Silva Rondon and both sides disarmed.

Disarmament
League overprint
on Swiss value

The agreement requested
that the League of Nations
mediate the conflict.

A delayed agreement between
politicians was struck two
weeks later with the leader of
the Colombian Liberal Party,
Alfonso López Pumarejo.

Numbered souvenir sheet, Air express value
Alfonso López Pumarejo
Colombian Liberal Party

Both Peru and Colombia,
as members of the League
of Nations appointed the
League of Nations to act as
the intermediary in mediating
the dispute to find an answer
to the ongoing conflict and
develop a treaty both could
agree to sign.

League of Nations, Geneva to
the Colombian Legation
in Bern, Switzerland
2 August 1929
5¢ domestic printed matter rate
(newspaper sleeve)
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League of Nations in Geneva
Overprinted (black) Swiss issue
for official use by the League
Specimen (red) overprint

The Peacemakers
Eamon De Valera, League of Nations’ Council President, appointed Guatemala,
Ireland and Spain as a committee to make suggestions to the Council. The
committee recommended a League supervised international commission.
Committee Member States

Eamon De Valera
Guatemala
Coat of Arms

Ireland
Coat of Arms

Spain Coat of Arms
Straw paper variety

League of Nations
Council meeting
(Group of 15)
circa 1932
Post card
produced
by Roto-Sadag
of Geneva
Series 56
Divided back with
address lines

The international commission
was composed of member and
non-member countries for
impartiality. Representatives
from Brazil, Spain and the
United States acted in roles
supporting the commission’s
functions in Leticia.

Commission Member States

Brazil Coat of Arms
Revalue overprint
missing ‘9’ and ‘S’
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Spain Coat of Arms
Official issue for
Judicial Branch

United States
Gutter snipe

The Peacemakers

Capital Building, Bogotá

The Leticia Commission’s members arrived in
Bogotá on their way to Leticia on the Amazon
River in the south. A provisional peace agreement
in 1933 worked out details of a treaty. A force of
Colombian soldiers, under the command of the
League’s ‘Leticia Commission’, policed the area
as the first international peacekeepers. Colombian
soldiers serve the U.N. in other areas to this day.

Colombian peacekeepers

League’s Leticia Commission arrives in Colombia
Barranquilla, Colombia ... The three members of the League of Nations Commission, pictured just before they
left here on the last lap, by air, of their trip to Leticia, Colombia, where they settled the dispute between Colombia and Peru over the territory. Left to right an center are, Captain Francisco Iglesias representing Spain; Colonel
Arthur Brown of the United States, and Doctor Armando Mencia of Cuba, Secretary of the Commission.
(International News Photo - 6-22-33)
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The League of Nations’ Decision

August Zaleski
Sean T. O’Kelly

Edvard Beneš

Members of the League of Nations’ Council included Sean T. O’Kelly,
Edvard Beneš, August Zalesky, Anthony Eden and Lord Cecil of Chelwood.

Anthony Eden

The League Council was
charged with reviewing
the dispute and making a
final territory award.
Official mail of the British Foreign Office, London to Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, 4 June 1936
Signed by Anthony Eden, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and League Council member

Lord Cecil of Chelwood

The League of Nations Council
awarded the disputed land area
to Colombia on 19 June 1934
based on the previous agreement
reached between Colombia and
Peru. Being out-classed militarily
in the region, Peru decided to
accept the decision and the
port city of Leticia remained a
sovereign part of Colombia.
11

Leticia, Colombia on the
banks of the Amazon River

Postal Routing of Leticia Commission Mail

Barranquilla - mail route origin

SCADTA value
‘R’ - Registration (red)
‘A’ - Allemania

International mail routes to
and from Colombia focused
on the northwest coast of
the country and the city of
Barranquilla. Mail routes
began there and flew nearly
directly south, intersecting
Bogotá along the way.

Seaplane along river route
Airmail value

Within Colombia, airmail was
flown by ‘Sociedad ColomboAlemana de Transportes Aereos’
(SCADTA), founded and also
operated by Colombians with
mainly German pilots. SCADTA
flew Junkers F-13 seaplanes
designed and produced by Hugo
Junkers. It was the first regular
airline in the Americas.

First airline in the Americas
Vertical dimensions differ due to perforation spacing

Hugo Junkers
Imperforate airmail value

The mail in the southeast
part of Colombia, where
Leticia lies, was routed
along inland waterways as
southern airmail routes did
not intersect with any major
cities. Airports as well as
paved or dirt landing strips
were unavailable.

Junkers F-13 seaplane flying along inland river route
Airmail value
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Outgoing Leticia Commission Mail
Outgoing Commission Mail via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Bogotá, Colombia

Outgoing Commission mail was mainly routed from Leticia by
diplomatic pouch through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Bogotá.

“Ministry of Foreign Affairs”

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Bogotá, Colombia

35 mm diameter - Seal
Red or Magenta

Outgoing Commission Mail via Colombian Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications - Bogotá, Colombia

Outgoing Commission mail was also routed on occasion through the
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications in Bogotá but not often.

MINISTERIO DE CORREOS Y TELEGRAFOS
BOGOTA

1 - MAY 1934
SECCION G*

CORRESPONDENCIA OFICIAL
“Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications
Administration for Mail of Bogotá
( Date )
Dispatch Department
for Official Correspondence”

Telecommunications Ministry
Bogotá, Colombia

“Ministry of Posts and
Telecommunications of Bogotá
( Date )
Department of
Official Correspondence”

Outgoing Commission Mail via airmail - Leticia, Colombia

Initially, there were no military forces in Leticia and therefore, no military
markings on mail originating from the port city or Commission. The only markings
designating how mail left Leticia are a two line official airmail handstamp or a
single line handstamp declaring the cover was transported via seaplane.
CORREO AEREO
Oficial - mancomún
“Airmail Service
Official communication”
(SCADTA)

POR HIDROAVION
“via Seaplane”
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Incoming Leticia Commission Mail
Incoming Commission Mail via Colombian diplomatic pouch - Bogotá, Colombia

The incoming official mail of the Commission between Bogotá and the port city of Leticia
relied on a military air courier service (diplomatic pouch) as there was no commercial
airmail system to Leticia. They again used seaplanes. The evidence for the military courier
service lies in the Military Airmail and Express markings found on incoming mail as it
was routed through the military postal system in Bogotá and then south to Leticia.

“Military Airmail Service”
“Bogotá”

“Military Express Mail Service”
“Bogotá”

“Military Express Mail Service”
“Leticia”

Incoming Commission Mail via the American Legation - Bogotá, Colombia

Mail to the Leticia Commission’s U.S. military liaison was routed through
the U.S. Legation in Bogotá and then onward to the U.S. peacekeeper.

U.S. Legation Bogotá, Colombia to Claremont, California, U.S.A., 24 October 1934
35¢ foreign airmail letter rate
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Postal Markings
The Leticia Commission maintained three handstamp devices, one seal
and two daters, to identify mail originating from its offices in Leticia.
Although used mainly on outgoing mail, two of these hand stamps
(daters) may also be found as receiving markings on incoming mail.

“League of Nations
Administrative Commission
for the Territory of Leticia
Republic of Colombia”

“League of Nations
Administrative Commission
for the Territory of Leticia
Republic of Colombia”

43 mm diameter - seal
Small stars / no date
Magenta or Black

47 mm diameter - dater
Large stars / with date
Magenta

“League of Nations
Administrative Commission
for the Territory of Leticia
Republic of Colombia”
36 mm diameter - dater
Double ring
Black

The secretary’s office for the Commission in
Leticia used a four line origin hand stamp.

Carlos GARCIA - PALACIOS
Secretario de la Comisiôn
de Administratiôn del
Territorio de Leticia.
“Carlos Garcia-Palacios
Secretary of the Commission
for the administration of
the Territory of Leticia”
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Postal Markings
The Pan American Union was formed in 1890 to promote cooperation among the countries
of Latin America, Spain and the United States. The organization allowed member countries
to utilize the respective postal systems free of charge for official first class mail between
member states. A boxed handstamp applied to Leticia Commission mail indicated the letter
was being sent ‘postage paid’ under the rules of the Pan American Union postal convention.
Colombia - Ministerio de Relaciones Exterios
CORRESPONDENCIA OFICIAL

Franquiela Postal Panamericana

“Colombia - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Official Correspondence
Pan American Postal Franking”

Pan American Union Headquarters

FRANÇUICIA PANAMERICANA
LIBRE DE PORTE

Pan Am Postal Union

“Pan American Postal Franking
Free of Charge”

Only mail to Pan American Union member countries was granted this franking privilege.
Mail to non-member countries was charged standard postage rates. Although to member
nations, additional services such as airmail or registration were also charged postage fess.

Pan American Union Headquarters penalty mail, Washington, D.C. to Denver, Colorado, U.S.A., 16 April 1935
Parcel cut, penalty indicia (text) paid first class postage, airmail service surcharge 6¢ per oz (10 x 6¢ = 60¢)
16

Mail Schedule
A personal letter from a commission member indicates the flight schedule for mail was every two
weeks. Tracking mailing dates is difficult at best as many transit or destination points are not marked
with dates of receipt. We do however find that covers are reasonably spaced time-wise to reflect this
schedule. The last cover does have transit dates which help to understand the route and transit time
one way, from Geneva to Leticia. Mailed on May 30th, it arrived in Leticia on 12 June - 14 days.
1933
Month

Origin

Via

August

Leticia

Bogotá - 3 Aug

Via Military

Destination
USA

November

Washington, D.C. - 20 Nov

Bogotá - 24 Nov

November

Geneva - 21 Nov

Barranquilla - 4 Dec

Bogotá - 25 Nov

Leticia

November

Geneva - 30 Nov

Barranquilla - 14 Dec
Bogotá - 15 Dec

December

Leticia

Bogotá - 16 Dec

Chile

December

Leticia

Bogotá - 27 Dec

USA

December

Geneva - 30 Dec

Barranquilla - 15 Jan 34

Bogotá - 17 Jan 34

Leticia

December

Geneva - 30 Dec

Barranquilla - 15 Jan 34

Bogotá - 17 Jan 34

Leticia

Via Military

Destination

Leticia
Bogotá - 17 Dec

Leticia

1934
Month

Origin

Via

January

Leticia - 9 Jan

Bogotá - 14 Jan

Switzerland

January

Leticia - 9 Jan

Bogotá - 14 Jan

USA

February

Leticia - 9 Feb

Bogotá - 23 Feb

Switzerland

February

Geneva - 22 Feb

Barranquilla - 3 Mar

March

Leticia

Bogotá - 3 Mar

March

Geneva - 23 Mar

Barranquilla - 2 Apr

April

Leticia - 4 Apr

Bogotá - 1 May
Barranquilla - 5 May

Switzerland

April

Manaos, Brazil - 13 Apr

Manaos - 17 Apr

Leticia - 19 May

May

Leticia - 15 May

Bogotá - 2? May

Switzerland

May

Leticia - 19 May

Bogotá - 2 Jun

USA

May

Leticia - 19 May

Bogotá - 2 Jun

Switzerland

May

Geneva - 30 May

Barranquilla - 4 Jun

Philatelic souvenir on writing paper
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Bogotá - 7 Feb

Leticia - 20 Mar
USA

Bogotá - 6 Apr

Bogotá - 8 Jun
Leticia - 12 Jun

Leticia - 7 Apr

Leticia

Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission
Outgoing official service mail from the Leticia Commission was routed via diplomatic pouch to the
Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs or the Ministry of Telecommunications in Bogotá and forwarded
to its destination. Mail to member countries of the Pan American Union were sent postage paid.
Eleven recorded examples of ‘official service’ mail from the Leticia Commission

Official mail from Colonel A.W. Brown of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bogotá, Colombia, August 3, 1933
to (Col. A.W. Brown’s wife) Brookline, Massachusetts, U.S.A.
Forwarded via Colombian Ministry of Posts through the Bogotá official correspondence department
Surface rate paid by postal franking privilege indicia of the Pan American Union of States

Copy of cover obverse
(Embossed League of Nations seal on rear flap)
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Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission

Two recorded examples on League of Nations Stationery

Official mail from Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Columbia to Valparaiso, Chile (Secretary’s wife)
‘POR HIDROAVION’ - via Seaplane
via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bogotá, Columbia, December 16, 1933
Received in Valparaiso, January 15, 1934
Surface rate paid by postal franking privilege indicia of the Pan American Union of States

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission

Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, December, 1933
to (Capt. W.A. Round) J.A.S.O., War Department, Washington, D.C. U.S.A
via Bogotá, Colombia, December 27, 1933
Surface rate paid by postal franking privilege indicia of the Pan American Union of States
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Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission

Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, January 9, 1934
to (Maj. W.J. Bacon) War Department, Washington, D.C. U.S.A
via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bogotá, Colombia, January 14, 1934
Surface rate paid by postal franking privilege indicia of the Pan American Union of States
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Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission

Official mail from the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Columbia to Santa Fe, New Mexico, U.S.A.
‘POR HIDROAVION’ - via Seaplane
via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Columbia, March 3, 1934
Forwarded via Bogotá (Despatch), March ??, 1934
Surface rate paid by postal franking privilege indicia of the Pan American Union of States

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission
Two examples of latest recorded date of service mail from the Leticia Commission

Official mail from Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, May 19, 1934
via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bogotá, Columbia, June 2, 1934
to Longvieuw, Washington, U.S.A.
Surface rate paid by postal franking privilege indicia of the Pan American Union of States

Reduced copy of cover obverse
23

Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission
For mail to foreign destinations outside member countries of the
Pan American Union, payment for postage was required. Airmail
services required a supplemental fee, refer to page on postal rates.

Two recorded examples on League of Nations Stationery

Official mail from Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, January 9, 1934
via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bogotá, Columbia, January 14, 1934
to Geneva, Switzerland
International surface rate paid by 8c postage stamp of Colombia
This cover is also depicted in the Gaines United Nations catalog

Reduced copy of cover obverse (detail)
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Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission

Official mail from Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, February 9, 1934
via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bogotá, Columbia, February 23, 1934
to Geneva, Switzerland
International surface rate paid by 8c postage stamp of Colombia

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission
Only recorded example with Ministry of Communications hand stamp

Official mail from Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, April 4, 1934
‘POR HIDROAVION’ - via Seaplane
via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Communications, Bogotá, Columbia, May 1, 1934
via Barranquilla, Colombia, May 5, 1934
to Geneva, Switzerland
International surface rate paid by 8c postage stamp of Colombia

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission

Official mail from Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, May 15, 1934
to (Telegraph Agency) Geneva, Switzerland
via Bogotá, Colombia, 2? May 1934
International surface rate paid by 8c postage stamp of Colombia

Reduced copy of cover obverse
This cover is in the archives of the Postal Museum of the German Post in Bonn, Germany
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Outgoing Service Mail from Leticia Commission

Two examples of latest recorded date of service mail from the Leticia Commission

Official mail from Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, May 19, 1934
to (Federal Bank) Geneva, Switzerland
via Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bogotá, Colombia, June 2, 1934
International surface rate paid by 8c postage stamp of Colombia

This cover is in the archives of the Philatelic Museum of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland
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Incoming League Mail to Leticia Commission
Correspondence between the League of Nations in Geneva, Switzerland and the
Leticia Commission in both Bogotá and Leticia, Colombia was routed through the
local Secretary, Senor Garcia-Palacios as he is named on all League origin mail covers.
Seven recorded examples of mail to the Commission from the League of Nations

League of Nations, Geneva, Switzerland to Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, November 21, 1933
via airmail from Barranquilla, Colombia, December 4, 1933
Postage rate to Colombia via New York, N.Y.
30¢ <20 grams surface rate plus 2F per 5 grams airmail fee
“Affranchissement manquant réclame” = “Underpayment of Postage Claim”
(7 grams = 2F underpaid!)

This cover is in the archives of the Philatelic Museum of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland
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Incoming League Mail to Leticia Commission

League of Nations (using overprinted Swiss issues), Geneva, Switzerland, November 30, 1933
to Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
via Barranquilla, December 14, 1933
Received by Colombian Airmail and Military Mail, Bogotá 15 December 1933
Forwarded via Colombian Express Military Mail, Bogotá December 17, 1933
Airmail rate to Columbia via New York, N.Y.
30¢ <20 grams surface rate plus 2F airmail fee (5 grams = 1 x 2F per 5 gram)
(Convenience franking - 30c overpaid)

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Incoming League Mail to Leticia Commission

League of Nations (using overprinted Swiss issues), Geneva, Switzerland, December 30, 1933
to Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
via Barranquilla, January 15, 1934
Received by Colombian Express Military Mail, Bogotá, January 16, 1934 and forwarded January 17, 1934
Airmail rate to Columbia via New York, N.Y.
30¢ <20 grams surface rate plus 6F airmail fee (11 grams = 3 x 2F per 5 gram)
(Convenience franking - 90c overpaid)
(Possibly mistakenly figuring 30¢ per 5 grams identical to airmail rate)

Reduced copy of cover obverse (inverted for ease in reading)
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Incoming League Mail to Leticia Commission

League of Nations (using overprinted Swiss issues), Geneva, Switzerland, December 30, 1933
to Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
via Barranquilla, January 15, 1934
Received by Colombian Express Military Mail, Bogotá, January 16, 1934 and forwarded January 17, 1934
Airmail rate to Colombia via New York, N.Y.
30¢ <20 grams surface rate plus 6F airmail fee (11 grams = 3 x 2F per 5 gram)
(Convenience franking - 90c overpaid)
(Possibly mistakenly figuring 30¢ per 5 grams identical to airmail rate)

Reduced copy of cover obverse
32

Incoming League Mail to Leticia Commission
Only recorded example with handstamp “League of Nations Postal Service”

League of Nations (using Swiss overprinted issues), Geneva, Switzerland, via express letter box - 9 PM, February 22, 1934
to Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
via Barranquilla, March 3, 1934
Received by military March 6, 1934 and forwarded via Colombian Express Military Mail, Bogotá, March 7, 1934
Received by Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia March 20, 1934
Postage rate to Colombia via New York, N.Y.
30¢ <20 grams surface rate plus 4F airmail fee (<10 grams = 2 x 2F per 5 gram)

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Incoming League Mail to Leticia Commission
Only recorded example of airmail label verifying airmail service via PAA / SCADTA

League of Nations (using Swiss overprinted issues), Geneva, Switzerland, via express letter box - 9 PM, March 23, 1934
to Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, via Barranquilla, April 2, 1934
via Bogotá airmail, April 3, 1934
Received by military April 3, 1934 and forwarded via Colombian Express Military Mail, Bogotá, April 6, 1934
Received by Leticia Commission April 7, 1934
Postage rate to Colombia via New York, N.Y.
30¢ <20 grams surface rate plus 2F airmail fee (<5 grams = 2F per 5 gram)

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Incoming League Mail to Leticia Commission
Only recorded example with official boxed office of origin cachet (COMPT.)

League of Nations (using Swiss overprinted issues), Geneva, Switzerland, May 30, 1934
from the Comptroller’s office - boxed COMPT. accounting services office of origin cachet
to Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
via Barranquilla, June 4, 1934
received Bogotá, June 5, 1934 and routed to Express Military Mail, June 5, 1934
Received June 8, 1934 and forwarded via Colombian Express Military Mail, Bogotá, June 8, 1934
received Colombian Express Military Mail, Leticia, June 12, 1934
Postage rate to Colombia via New York, N.Y.
30¢ <20 grams surface rate plus 2F airmail fee (<5 grams = 2F per 5 gram)
(Latest recorded correspondence to or from the Leticia Commission)

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Incoming Diplomatic Mail to Leticia Commission
Diplomatic service mail to the Commission was sent using the Pan American Postal
Franking privilege indicated by a hand stamped marking declaring postage paid.
Only recorded example of diplomatic service mail to the Leticia Commission

Official envelope of the Embassy of Chile with boxed cachet for embassy in Brazil, District Manaos, April 13, 1934
to Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
Forwarded via Brazilian airmail Manaos, Amazonas District to Leticia, Colombia, April 17, 1934
Received by Leticia Commission 19 May 1934
Two line stamped Pan American penalty clause valid for destinations within the Pan American Union
Airmail rate postage added for service to Colombia = 1000 reis

Reduced copy of cover obverse (inverted for ease in reading)
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Incoming Peacekeeper Mail to Leticia Commission
The peacekeeping unit was under direct control of the Leticia Commission and its
military advisor group. U.S. War Department service mail to the Commission was
addressed to the U.S. military representative of the international Commission.
Only recorded example of service mail to the Leticia Commission military advisor

Penalty envelope of the Office of the Judge Advocate General, War Department, Washington, D.C., November 20, 1933
to U.S. Military Liaison Colonel A.W. Brown, Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
in care of the American Legation in Bogotá, received November 24, 1933
Forwarded via Colombian Express Military Mail to Leticia, November 25, 1933
Penalty clause invalid for international destinations resulting in the use of postage stamps
Airmail rate to Miami = 5¢; plus FAM service to Colombia = 30¢ per 1/2 oz. as of 6/15/1930

Reduced copy of cover obverse (inverted for ease in reading)
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Official Correspondence

Dear Pat,			

3 March

Your letter of 25th Jan has just reached
me. I am awfully sorry I didn’t get it
before I left. I fear that now it is too late.
However I will write a note to Henry tho’
I think his time is up this month.
I was suddenly offered this job, and as it
only lasts 4 (months?) I took it. I came
all the way by air + arrived here 2nd Feb.
We are 4 degrees off the equator, and
no communication except a bi-monthly
plane from Bogotá.
I shall be glad to get home.
Best regards to you and Lucile,
Very sincerely,
Edwin R. W(????)
Text of Letter

Only recorded example
of official correspondence

Note:
The cover this letter came in remains
unaccounted for, so for the eagleeyed collector, at least one magnificent gem of the postal history of the
Leticia Commission is still to be found.
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Private Mail
Private mail from Commission members had many of the same markings but used stamps to pay
postage rather than the Pan American Postal Franking privilege boxed marking ‘postage paid’.

Private mail from Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia, June 29, 1933
to himself, Leticia, Colombia
Local surface rate paid by 2x 1c postage stamp of Colombia, June 19, 1934 (last day of commission’s operations)
(Note: This letter was re-posted almost one year after initial posting date. Most likely a souvenir of the Secretary’s term of service.)

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Private Mail

Private mail from Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
June 19, 1934 (last day of commission’s operations)
to Bogotá, Colombia
Domestic surface rate paid by 5c postage stamp of Colombia
(Likely a philatelic souvenir cover)

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Private Mail

Private mail from Secretary of the Commission for the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
June 19, 1934 (last day of commission’s operations)
to Bogotá, Colombia
Domestic surface rate paid by 5c postage stamp of Colombia
(Likely a philatelic souvenir cover)

Reduced copy of cover obverse
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Philatelic Souvenir
Cards are known from Jesus A. Pelato, a stamp dealer in Cucuta, Columbia who advertised offering to
buy and sell mail from the Commission. An example as pictured below was printed on the rear of the card.

Reduced size

Examples of mass mailing card with advertisement,
August 1 and 8, September 14 and October,1934
have been seen.
Two styles of text are used on the cards as well, see
examples to the left.
Muy Sr. mio
Siendo Ud coleccionista de sellos postales,
puede que le interese el canje de los que ilustra
el fotograbado, ya que tienen la curiosidad filatelica de haber sido matasellados por la comision de la liga de las naciones, durante el ano
que estuvo administrando el territorio de leticia
(junio 1933-34) Tambien tengo sellos cucuta
(1900) Colecciono Cruz Roja todos los paises. Doi
Columbia y Venezuela tambien aeros.
Jesus A, Pelato
Dear Sir,
As you are a stamp collector, you may want to
consider the exchange of the illustrated envelopes, as they have the philatelic curiosity of
being postmarked by the Commission of the
League of Nations during the year it administered
the Territory of Leticia (June 1933-1934). We also
have Cucuta seals (1900) Red Cross, collections
of all countries including Columbia and also
Venezuela airmails.
Jesus A. Pelato

Example of philatelically inspired mail from the Commission, March 30, 1934
via military airmail April 17, 1934 to Cucuta, Colombia
(Image printed on rear of card from Jesus A. Pelato, stamp dealer in Cucuta)
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Philatelic Souvenir
The cover below is addressed to Jesus A. Pelato, a stamp dealer in Cucuta, Colombia,
on the last day of the commission’s operations - June 19, 1934. As this cover is strictly
philatelic in the editor’s opinion, it is not included in the official mail census and is
included in these ‘philatelic souvenir‘ notes for the record.

Souvenir mail from the Territory of Leticia, Colombia
to Cucuta, Colombia, June 19, 1934 (last day of commission operation)
Surface rate paid by postage stamps, 5 centavos domestic letter rate
(Addressed to Jesus A. Pelato, a stamp dealer in Cucuta)

Reduced copy of cover obverse
(no markings evident)
43

Philatelic Souvenir

Example of philatelically inspired item, June 13, 1934
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Abbreviated Chronology
1922:

(March 24) - Agreement on boundaries of the Leticia Trapezium reached between Colombia, Peru and Brazil
through the Salomon-Lozano Treaty. Peruvians were not happy with this agreement as it was signed in secret.

1932:

(August 31) - Peruvian dissident civilians occupy public buildings in Iquitos and Leticia.
(September) - Peruvian soldiers sent to occupy Leticia and Tarapacá.
(September 17) - Colombian government is informed of the invasion.
(September 19) - Colombian population protests in streets of Bogotá.
(October) - Peru proposes submitting dispute to Washington Conciliation Commission, Colombia refuses.
(December) - Colombian naval fleet (6 ships, ~1500 men) reaches the Amazon.

1933:

(January 2) - Colombia informs League Council of the occupation and its intent to defend the region.
(January 24 / 26) - League of Nations Council appoints investigative committee (3 nations).
(February) - Colombian naval fleet reaches Leticia.
(February 14) - Peruvian Air Force attempts to bomb the Colombian Navy but misses.
(February 14) - Colombian President Olaya breaks off relations with Peru.
(February 17) - Colombia requests the League of Nations assist in resolving the dispute.
(March 18) - League Council adopts committee report proposing interim international forces police area.
(March 25) - Combat between the forces results in casualties on both sides.
(April 30) - Peruvian President Sanchez is assassinated and replaced by Oscar Benavides.
(May 15) - President Benavides and Alfonso Lopez Pumarejo agree to arbitration by the League of Nations.
(May 24) - Cease-fire negotiated by Brazil takes effect.
(June 6) - Leticia Commission arrives in Colombia for peacekeeping and negotiation.
(June 6) - 75 Colombian soldiers placed under the Commission’s command for peace-keeping duties.
(June 23) - Leticia Commission assumes administration of the territory.
(June 23) - Negotiations begin in Rio de Janeiro facilitated by Brazil.

1934:

(April 25) - Peace Treaty of Rio de Janeiro approved by Colombia and Peru.
(May 18) - Peace Treaty of Rio de Janeiro signed by Colombia and Peru.
(June) - League of Nations determines Leticia should be retained by Colombia per the 1922 treaty.
(June 19) - Leticia Territory becomes part of Colombia permanently.

Peruvian artillery
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Commission Personnel
League of Nations Committee of Three (Investigative):

Lester, Seán (1888 – 1959) - Ireland

Irish diplomat and the last Secretary-General of the League of Nations, 31 August 1940 to 18 April 1946.

de Madariaga y Rojo, Salvador (1886 – 1978) - Spain

Spanish diplomat, historian and pacifist, nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature, and the Nobel Peace Prize.

Matos Pacheco, Jose (1875 – 1963) - Guatemala

Guatemalan diplomat, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and President of the League of Nations.

Territory of Leticia Commissioners:

Brown, Colonel Arthur Winton (1873-1958) - USA

During his service in South America, the colonel was a member of the League of Nations Commission appointed to
administer the Trapezium of Leticia, a territory of 100,000 kilometers at the borders of Colombia, Peru and Brazil.
During the stay, ice was introduced to the inhabitants, roads were improved and a hospital and radio station were built.

Giraldez, Guillermo - Spain (replaced Captain Yglesias in April 1934)
de Lemos Basto, Captain Alberto - Brazil
Winans, Major-General Edwin Baruch (1869-1947) - USA (replaced Col. Brown in February 1934)

General Winans retired October 31, 1933 and after retirement, served on the League of Nations Leticia Commission.

Yglesias, Captain Francisco - Spain
Territory of Leticia Commission Secretaries:

Mencia, Armando - Cuba (relieved due to disagreements with commissioners)
Garcia-Palacios, Carlos - (replaced Mencia in November 1933)

Philatelic souvenir cut from an envelope
(refer to page 44 for information - ebay sale)
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Correspondents
Persons named in correspondence:

Bacon, Major W.J.  -  Officer in U.S. War Department
Brown, Colonel Arthur Winton (1873-1958) -  American Military Advisor to Commission
Brown, Mrs. Arthur W. (Jessie Emery Brown)  -  Wife of Colonel Arthur W. Brown
de Foeder, Reginald - Federal Bank Employee?
de Gallier , Miss Charlotte - Unknown
Deutschmann, Sigmund - League of Nations, Health Section
Fillol, Mon. - Swiss Telegraph Agency employee (?) in Geneva
Lafferty, Major L.R. - U.S. Military Officer
Layat, Francois - Correspondent for the Temps
Lucas, Mrs. P. - Employee of U.S. War Department
Garcia-Palacios, Senor Carlos - Secretary of the Leticia Commission
Garcia-Palacios, Senora Clara - Wife of Leticia Commission Secretary
Pelato, Jesus A.  -  Stamp Dealer in Cucuta, Colombia
Ruiz Mora, Senor Bernardo - Unknown
Santos, Senor Dr. Eduardo - Unknown
W.???, E.R. - Writer of Official Letter

Peruvian artillery
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Postal Rates (Simplified)
Colombia:

The information for Colombia is extracted from Carlos Valenzuela Acosta’s book, “Historia Posta de las Tarifas de
los Correos en Colombia” (2002) Match Print Editors, Bogota, Colombia.

Surface Mail
Letter <20 grams
additional 20 grams
Postcards (simple)
double (return)
Registration
Certificate of Delivery
Express delivery

August 1925
A
2¢
2¢
1¢
2¢
1¢
1¢

B
4¢
2¢
2¢
4¢
8¢
8¢

C
8¢
4¢
4¢
8¢
8¢
8¢

D
4¢
2¢
4¢
8¢
8¢

E
3¢
2¢
2¢
4¢
8¢
2¢

April 1931

Sept 1934

D / UPAE
5¢

UPU
12¢
8¢
7¢
14¢
12¢
12¢
24¢

A.
B.
C.
D.

Urban
Domestic
Africa, Asia, Europe (not Spain), Oceana, Brazil, Chile, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Paraguay, Uruguay
Argentina, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominicana, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru,
Philippines, USA.
E. Ecuador, Venezuela

Airmail Supplement
Letter / Postcard

1932 - 1934
A
20¢

B
30¢

C
40¢

A. Nearby countries
B. USA and Europe
C. Argentina, Brazil, Chile and countries further away
Switzerland:

The information for Switzerland is extracted from the “Zumstein Specialized Catalog” for Switzerland (1992),
Zumstein & Cie., Bern, Switzerland.

Surface Mail
Letter <250 grams (*20g)
additional 250 grams (*20g)
Postcards (simple)
Registration
Express delivery
Airmail Supplement @5g

After January 1932
A
10¢
10¢
10¢
30¢
60¢

B
20¢
20¢
10¢
30¢
60¢

C
30¢*
20¢*
20¢
30¢
60¢
2Fr.

A. Local
B. Domestic
C. International
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Pricing Notes
Pricing:

Needless to say, pricing for these covers is a subject of discussion. The range of prices observed to date has been
reasonably wide due to material availability and the uniqueness of each cover as they all seem to differ somewhat.
Much of this disparity is really not so much due to opinion, but rather due to the diverse number of markings, the
quantity of mail in existence and the long periods between items on the market.
The suggested value for private or philatelically inspired souvenirs is in the $150 to $250 range. These items
include envelopes or sheetlets with a stamp(s) and a simple marking of some sort as a favor cover or souvenir item.
These items are not included in the official mail census.
The suggested value of official service mail is quite a bit higher as the significance of the mail is a major factor. We
believe the value range to be from $750 to $950 depending on the markings and whether the cover was incoming
or outgoing mail. Further, mail from official sources such as the Chilean Embassy or U.S. War Department demand
significant premiums as they are the only recorded examples. This estimate is based on auction realizations.
Base prices:
$750 - Outgoing mail from Leticia Commission
$900 - Incoming mail to the Leticia Commission
Add a small percentage for each additional marking present or perhaps as high as 10% if the cover is official
stationery of the League of Nations. We sincerely hope this rough rule of thumb helps with pricing.
Sales:

Corinphila Auktionen AG (Zürich, Switzerland), November 24-26, 2016  -  (Page 28 for images and description)
Lot 1487 realized 950 Swiss Francs (U.S. $936 at current exchange rate) plus sales fees.
Lot Description:
Switzerland 1933 (Nov. 30): Light weight envelope with imprint: ‘SOCIETE DES NATIONS /
LEAGUE OF NATIONS’ franked with Officials 2 Fr. and 2 x 30 cts. tied by “Geneve Société
des Nations 30.XI.33” via New York and “Barranquilla 14.XII.33” to “Bogotá 15.XII.1933” and
forwarded by “Correo Aereo Militar 15. Dic. 1933” to Leticia / Amazones. Upper right corner of
envelope defective and small part of flap missing, but a  very rare Military usage.
eBay (San Jose, California, USA), January 17, 2017  -  (Page 40 for images and description)
Item number 311778338291, realized 861.35 U.S. Dollars.
Lot Description:
COLOMBIA - LEAGUE OF NATIONS - AIRMAIL MILITARY COVER - LETICIA to CUCUTA 1934
EXHIBITION PIECE - CONFLICT WITH PERU - VERY RARE
(http://www.ebay.com/itm/COLOMBIA-LEAGUE-OF-NATIONS-AIRMAIL-MILITARY-COVER-LETICIA-to-CUCUTA-1934/311778338291?hash=item48976fe5f3:g:7XEAAOSw44BYdouX)

eBay (San Jose, California, USA), February 23, 2017  -  (Page 42 for image)
Item number 381970466078, realized 247.50 U.S. Dollars.
Lot Description:
COLOMBIA - LEAGUE OF NATIONS - AIRMAIL MILITARY COVER - LETICIA - 1934
EXHIBITION PIECE - CONFLICT WITH PERU - RARE

(http://www.ebay.com/itm/COLOMBIA-LEAGUE-OF-NATIONS-AIRMAIL-MILITARY-COVER-LETICIA-1934-/381970466078?ul_noap
p=true&nma=true&si=GBULMLsLlfgrXqpnL64tRS2bsXc%253D&orig_cvip=true&rt=nc&_trksid=p2047675.l2557)
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Leticia - A League of Nations Success Story
Richard Powers

UNP Journal, Volume 22, number 5, page 9
Reprinted with permission of UNPI

During its brief history the League of Nations became involved in two disputes in Latin America, which broke
out almost simultaneously. The first began in June 1932 and involved Bolivia and Paraguay, which had conflicting
claims to the sizable Chaco territory lying between the two countries. This conflict ultimately led to the Chaco
war which was not finally resolved until a peace was signed in July 1938. One of the reasons this dispute lasted so
long was the ambiguity caused by the Monroe Doctrine, which found its way into the treaty of Versailles. Many
American nations felt that disputes between countries in the western hemisphere should be resolved preferentially
through the good offices of American nations. Although the parties involved might both be members of the League
of Nations, there was the suggestion (strongly favored by the U.S.A.) that the republics of the Western Hemisphere
ought to settle their own differences among themselves.
This ambiguity resulted in the creation of several commissions of negotiation. The Neutral Commission, consisted
of the representatives in Washington of Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Uruguay with a high official of the U.S. State
Department as chairman. The League established a committee, consisting of representatives of the Irish Free State,
Spain and Guatemala to deal with the problem. The League also appealed to the neighboring countries of Argentina,
Brazil, Chile and Peru, to become involved in the negotiations. Unfortunately, this multi-pronged effort tended to
diffuse pressure from the outside to produce a peaceful settlement and delayed unnecessarily a final settlement. A
thorough discussion of this dispute can be found in the book by F. P. Walters entitled A History of the League of
Nations.
The second dispute involved Colombia and Peru and concerned the possession of the large district known as the
Leticia Trapeze, which stretched from the Putumayo River on the north to the Amazon River on the south. The
town of Leticia was the capital of this basically uninhabited territory and lay on the north bank of the Amazon River
facing undisputed territory of Peru, whose territory also formed the western boundary. Along the eastern boundary
was Brazilian territory. In a treaty signed in 1922 and ratified in 1928 this territory was ceded to Colombia as part
of a general boundary settlement between the two countries. A map of the area appears in Figure 1.

Figure 1: A map of Peru in the neighborhood of Leticia.
(Courtesy of Footprint Handbooks)
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Colombia was interested in developing this town of a few Indian huts into a port on the Amazon, which could
originate ocean-going traffic 1000 miles downstream to the Atlantic Ocean. Peruvian residents from the eastern
side of the Andes in the state of Loreto viewed such development as undesirable competition to the port of Iquitos,
some 200 miles upstream of Leticia. In September l932 an armed civilian band crossed the river and drove out the
few Colombian officials and occupied Leticia.
Initially the Peruvian government in Lima disavowed this action but when Colombia sent a police expedition to
retake Leticia, the Peruvian army in Iquitos on January 6, 1933 warned of military action if any attempts to retake
the town were made.
The common neighbor Brazil suggested that it was unnecessary for the Peruvians to relinquish the territory directly
to the Colombians, who were the legal owners but instead to a Brazilian force, who would later return the territory
to Colombia. This was acceptable to Colombia but not to Peru.
The League of Nations took the initiative on January I4, 1933. The President of the Council Eamon De Valera
appointed the same Committee of Three (Ireland, Spain and Guatemala) to negotiate between Colombia and Peru.
This time Brazil and the United States tacitly approved the efforts of the League and allowed its initiatives to
proceed unhindered by competing proposals.
On March 13th the Council proposed the Peruvians hand over Leticia to an international commission, which would
administer the whole period for a year, keeping order by means of a few Colombian troops, which would be placed
under its command. During that year final negotiations would take place between the two States and, if an agreement
had been reached by the end of the year, the Commission would restore Leticia to the Colombian government.
Initially it appeared that the less flexible Peru would not agree to this proposal and began naval maneuvers to
reinforce Leticia. But, as luck would have it, the dictatorial President of Peru Sanchez Cerro was assassinated
on April 30th. The new Peruvian government was more amenable to settlement and on May 25, 1933 a formal
agreement was signed by the two parties.
Thirty days later, the League Commission of Administration, which included members from the U.S., Brazil and
Spain, reached Leticia. The Peruvian military commander surrendered Leticia to the League, which administered it
with the help of Colombian police until June 19, 1934.
It is possible to document philatelically the short League presence in Leticia. Figure 2 shows a service cover sent
from the League via New York to the Secretary of the Commission on December 30, 1933. The letter arrived in
Barranquilla on January 15, I934. The next  day it was taken by Colombian military plane in Bogota to Leticia.
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Figure 2: League service cover to the Secretary of the Administering Commission in Leticia.
Figure 3 shows the American presence in the form of a letter sent from the Office of the Judge Advocate General
of the War Department in Washington to Colonel A. W. Brown, in care of the Commission for Administering
(the) Territory of Leticia postmarked November 20, 1933. On the reverse side is a receiving cancel in Bogota
on November 24th and an outgoing cancel of the “Correo Rapido Militar” (Rapid Military Mail) in Bogota the
following day.

Figure 3: Address and reverse side of service cover from the U.S. War Department to an American officer in Leticia
Outgoing mail can also be found. Figure 4 shows a cover from the Secretary Mr. Garcia-Palacios to a “Superstation”
in Longview, Washington. The outgoing letter bears a League of Nations cancel dated May 19, 1934 in the upper
right comer. It also bears an undated cachet in the lower left corner. There is also a red cachet in the upper left corner
certifying that the it is “official correspondence” of the Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and hence free of
postage according to the Panamerican Postal Union convention. The letter did not arrive in Bogota until June 2nd,
nearly two weeks later, before traveling on to the U.S.
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Figure 4: Address and reverse side of outgoing (postage free) official mail from the Administering Commission in
Leticia to the U.S.
Figure 5: Card offering League of Nations Leticia items to trade.
At Pacific 97 Greg Galletti came across a related item that indicates that contemporaneous philatelists appreciated
the special nature of the League presence in Leticia. Figure 5 shows both sides of a card apparently sent by a
philatelist (or perhaps even a stamp dealer) Senor Jesus A. Pelayo in Cucuta, Colombia. On one side of the card
is a photo-reproduction of a cover sent to him bearing two Colombian stamps cancelled March 30, 1934 with the
League of Nations Leticia cancel. (I speculate that the strange placement of the stamps suggests the cover to be a
favor item.)
On the other side is a “pitch” dated August 1, 1934. The message translates as follows:
My dear Sir:
Since you are a stamp collector, perhaps an exchange of items such as that illustrated in the photo, would interest
you. This item of philatelic interest was cancelled by the Commission of the League of Nations during the year that
it was administering the Territory of Leticia from June 1933 until June 1934. I also have stamps from Cucuta from
1900. I collect Red Cross (stamps) from all countries. I have airmail stamps from Colombia and Venezuela to trade.
Sincerely yours,
Jesus A. Pelayo.
It is remarkable how quickly stamp collectors perceive history-in-the-making.
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The League of Nations in Leticia!
George Struble

Tell, Volume LXII, number 1, page 1
Reprinted with permission of the author

Leticia is a town in the far southern tip of Colombia. In the 1930s, jungles and mountains made it almost
completely inaccessible from the rest of Colombia, but it had strategic importance to Colombia be-cause
it was on the Putumayo River, a navigable tributary of the Amazon, and therefore had access to Brazil and
the Atlantic Ocean. Leticia was much more accessible from Peru than from the rest of Colombia. In fact,
the town was mostly settled by Peruvians, but a 1922 treaty – unpopular in Peru – recognized Colombian
ownership. Which is why some Peruvian hoodlums, followed by a unit of the Peruvian Army, took over the
town in September of 1932.
The difficulty of sending troops there put Colombia at a major disadvantage in defending its territory. It
tried to send a few gunboats around the coast and up the Amazon, but that was unsuccessful. However, the
SCADTA airline (Sociedad Colombo-Allemana de Transportes Aereos) was contracted to transport some
troops to the area.  SCADTA did not need an airfield, since its seaplanes could use the Putumayo. The
Peruvians were shocked and routed when planes arrived with soldiers in early 1933; however, neither side
could win decisively, so conflict continued. This was the only time in SCADTA’s existence when it played
a military role.
Meanwhile, a new strongman took control in Peru. He was a close friend of the Colombian president, and
the Letician “war” was an embarrassment to him, though popular with a large segment of the Peruvian
population. His face-saving solution was to allow the League of Nations to mediate a settlement, the only
time the League of Nations was successful in resolving a conflict. The League of Nations negotiated a
cease-fire in May 1933; the League did make a finding and awarded Leticia back to Colombia in June 1934.

Figure 1
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The League of Nations in Leticia!
(continued)

Figure 2

During this process, the League of Nations had a peace-keeping presence in Leticia. The cover shown here
(figure 1) – official correspondence of the League of Nations – was addressed to Mr. Garcia-Palacios, the
Secretary of the Leticia Commission, whose official stamp on the back of the envelope (figure 2) confirms
receipt. The cover was mailed March 23, 1934 in Geneva, sent by ship to New York, then flown by Pan
American Airways (this was during the disastrous period when the United States Air Corps was flying US
mail, but Pan American contracts were not affected), arriving in Barranquilla, on the Colombian coast, on
April 2. Regular SCADTA air service flew the letter to Bogota on April 3. The letter was flown to Leticia
by military courier, and was received by the Commission on April 7.
Swiss international postage was 30 Rp. There were two choices for airmail surcharge to Colombia; to fly
by SCADTA in Colombia would be 80 Rp. for 10 grams. But for 200 Rp. the cover could be flown by Pan
American from New York as well as by SCADTA in Colombia, and the League of Nations did pay for that.
The airmail etiquette shows that this was a well-planned routine.
Until 1932, mail to be flown by SCADTA required special stamps purchased from SCADTA, since SCADTA
did not have a government mail-carrying contract – or subsidy! – and was thus outside the UPU umbrella.
But on January 1, 1932, SCADTA was awarded a government contract, so its postage could be paid by
stamps of the originating country. Since this was official correspondence of the League of Nations, its
postage was paid by League of Nations stamps.
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Colombia/Peru - The Leticia Conflict
Ap Koopman

LACA Exhibition Holland
October 1999 (English translation November 2017)
Reprinted with permission of the author

The “Leticia-conflict” was a 20th century area dispute between Colombia and Peru. It was a trapezoid-shaped area
that connected Colombia with the Amazon River and the port city of Leticia.
Although it is a remote, tropical area in the jungle, it had strategic
value, because it is the only access for Colombia to the Amazon
River and thus a connection to the Southern Ocean (see map above
and Colombia-stamps Mi 684 = map Colombia and Mi 787 =
Leticia and Rio Amazonas)
The port city of Leticia was founded
by the Peruvians in the 19th century.
Despite popular protests in Peru, Leticia
was transferred to Colombia with the
‘Lozano-Solomon Treaty’ in 1922.
In 1932 a group of Peruvian civilians and
soldiers (apparently without the approval
of the Peruvian Government) took Leticia and drove out the Colombian inhabitants.
Map of Colombia and Peru border area

Michel 684

The Peruvian president distanced himself from this action, but public opinion forced him to support the occupation
of Leticia. The Colombian Government responded vigorously by sending an expeditionary force, which defeated
the Peruvians and retook Leticia (including SCADTA’s German pilots playing a role).
Then the League of Nations was asked, using Brazilian diplomats, to mediate and
to ensure a peaceful transfer of the area to the Colombians. With the Rio de Janeiro
Protocol of 1933 the Lozano-Solomon Treaty was reaffirmed.
This led to an interesting historical precedent:
for the first time soldiers wore a bracelet of an
international organization (League of Nations)
in implementing peace tasks. The League of
Nations were Colombian soldiers, but because
they were wearing bracelets, it gave the Peruvians
Michel 787
the opportunity to leave without giving the
impression of subjugating themselves to the Colombians. Nevertheless, the
use of these 75 Colombian soldiers as international peace-keeping force was
a forerunner of the UN peace-keeping operations, only decades later.

Michel 1770

In 2000 Peru issued 5 stamps of the borders with neighboring countries (Mi
1768/1772), including those of the Peru-Colombia dispute with the ‘Leticia-area’ (Mi 1770).
Ap Koopman, 52º 18’ 10’’ N, 5º 8’ 35’’ E
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Philatelic Societies and Literature
The following philatelic societies, museum and web sites contain useful information on the Leticia Conflict and as
of 2 October 2017, the links are active.
Philatelic Societies:

United Nations Philatelists, Inc.  (United States)
(http://www.unpi.com/index.asp)
Internationale Vereinigung für UNO-Philatelie  (Germany)
(http://www.uno-philatelie.de)
COPAPHIL - Colombia-Panama Philatelic Study Group  (United States)
(http://copaphil.org)
Military Postal History Society  (United States)
(http://www.militaryphs.org)
Peruvian Philatelic Study Circle  (United States)
(http://www.peru-philatelic-study-circle.com)
Philatelic Museum:

United Nations Philatelic Museum, Geneva, Switzerland
(philatelic exhibit removed from public viewing 2003)
Books:

La guerre de Leticia, G. von Rauch, Air Magazine No. 39, Nov.-Dec. 2007
Operations during the Putumayo Campaign, Amaru Tincopa Gallegos, Artipress
Air War Over the Putumayo, Amaru Tincopa Gallegos & Santiago Rivas, Helion and Company, 2018
Internet:

(click link to go to URL - links active as of publication date)

Colombia, The Leticia Conflict
The Library of Congress Country Studies; CIA World Factbook

(http://www.photius.com/countries/colombia/national_security/colombia_national_security_the_leticia_conflict.html)

Colombia-Peru War of 1932
About.com, Christopher Minster

(http://latinamericanhistory.about.com/od/thehistoryofcolombia/p/The-Colombia-Peru-War-Of-1932.htm)

Leticia, Columbia
Wikipedia

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leticia,_Amazonas)

Leticia Incident
Wikipedia

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leticia_Incident)

Leticia War 1932-1933
Onwar.com

(https://www.onwar.com/aced/chrono/c1900s/yr30/fleticiawar1932.htm)

We Have Been Making History: The League of Nations and the Leticia Dispute (1932–1934)
The International History Review, Pierre-Etienne Bourneuf
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/07075332.2016.1245673)

If you’ve found these pages interesting
and have an interest in international
peace organizations like the League of
Nations and the United Nations, check
out the United Nations Philatelists, Inc.
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Memorial to the Colombian military in honor of those who died in the Leticia conflict
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Engraved panels on the Leticia memorial honoring the conflict, the military units participating and the individual battles
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