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 We often take for granted that the United Nations (U.N.) is an international organization with representa-

tives from most of the world’s nations attempting to work toward bettering the lives of earth’s human populations. 

Before the U.N. existed, the League of Nations was a brave attempt at doing the same thing, but, what about ear-

lier? There was no formal international organization and the idea of a world body was only a dream. Nations main-

tained sovereign lands, casting influence among other nations to further their own national goals. 

Documenting early international efforts 

leading to the League and the U.N. is an 

interesting journey. There are no formal 

catalogs and one has to dig to find elu-

sive forerunner items. For instance, na-

tional peace societies abounded during 

the 1800s (Fig. 1). 

Figure 1: Letter to London Peace Society, 1844 

The ‘International Peace 

Bureau’ (Fig. 2), founded 

in 1891, brought together 

several of these national 

peace organizations in con-

ferences attended by many 

countries and famous per-

sonalities. 

 

Other efforts focused on 

specific issues such as race 

at the ‘First Universal 

Races Congress’ (Fig. 3) 

held at the University of 

London, July 26-29, 1911. 
Figure 2: Cover from International Peace Bureau, 1896 

The U.N. and League of 

Nations are great col-

lecting areas as they are 

so rich in history and 

span nearly every sub-

ject one could imagine 

being interested in. 

 

The forerunner area is a 

serious challenge for the 

collector. But, it’s also a 

fun learning experience 

as well. 

Figure 3: Cover to Organization Secretary for Central America 


	Oct Front Wrapper
	Oct  2017 Cover
	Oct Inside Front Cover
	p2 Program
	p1 Greetings
	p3 Exhibits
	p4 Exhibits
	p5 Seventy Years
	p6 Collecting the Road to International Organization
	p7 Collecting LON stamps & postmarks
	p8 Collecting LON conferences
	p9 Collecting UN First Issue
	p10 Collecting UN Precancel
	p11 Collecting UN Stamp Errors
	p12 Collecting UN Postal  Stationery
	p13 Collecting UPU Topical Stamps
	p14 Collecting Human Rights
	p15 Collecting UPU Congress Postage History
	p16  Collecting UN Personalities on Stamps and Postal History
	p17 Collecting UN Ephemera
	p18 Collecting UN Confrence Cinderellas
	p19 Collecting UN Holiday Cards
	p20 Public Auction #2.pub
	p21 Public Auction #2.pub
	p22 Public Auction #2.pub
	p23 Public Auction #2.pub
	p24 Public Auction #2.pub
	Oct Inside Back Cover
	Oct 2017 Back Cover
	Oct 2017 Back Wrapper



